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Meetings: 

 

There will be a City Council meeting via Zoom at 7:00 PM on Thursday, April 16, 2020.  An 

agenda is attached. On it, in addition to some routine items under the consent agenda, there are 

two action items under new business. The first is a resolve I drafted as you requested last week 

that seeks help from the members of our Congressional delegation related to financial relief for 

the Augusta Civic Center. (I have shared this resolve with my counterparts in Bangor and 

Cumberland County as their facilities have been hit as hard as we have and they plan to have 

their boards adopt similar resolves.) The second is an order crafted by the City Attorney related 

to postponing the June 9th scheduled special School Board election and School Department 

budget validation vote to July 14th to coincide with the new date for the State primary election. 

The order also provides for additional opportunity for prospective candidates to gather petitions 

(candidate Jan Michaud, who had already submitted sufficient signatures before the deadline has 

graciously indicated that she has no objections to this expansion of the deadline).   

 

Tomorrow afternoon at 5:00 pm, there will be a Zoom meeting of the joint Council/School Board 

Conference Committee. Council is represented by Mayor Rollins and Councilors Grant and 

Michaud. The Board is represented by Chairman Hastings, and Members Dumont and Olson. 

Superintendent Anastasio, Business Manager Casparius, Ralph St. Pierre and I will participate as 

well. This, of course, is a public meeting and other members of the Council and School Board 

will be provided with the meeting link so that they may view it (as will the media).  

 

The scheduled Senior Staff meeting will take place via Zoom at 9:15 AM on Friday, April 17, 

2020. 

 

Other Items: 

 

We were saddened to learn over the weekend of the large number of patients and staff (41 

patients and 14 staff) who tested positive for Covid-19. Since those results were released to the 

Augusta Fire Department, our personnel have been on the front line working with the CDC and 

facility staff to respond. Chief Audette has assigned Battalion Chief Steve Leach (the 

department’s medical safety officer) full-time as our liaison to this facility. We have been 

providing masks and personal protective equipment and training on how to use it and on other 

related safety measures. We will continue to do so as long as necessary. 

 

We are hopeful that tonight’s forecasted nasty wind and rain storm does not lead to further 

downed trees, flooding, and power outages. We will, nonetheless, respond as necessary just as 

we did last week. 
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On this date in 1998, I took my oath of office as Augusta city manager. It has been the most 

satisfying and gratifying career experience anyone could ask for (yes – even in these challenging 

times!). I have now been here longer than all of my combined prior local government experience 

and although I have my days when retirement and leisure activities certainly has its appeal, I 

have no plans to go anywhere until life in this great city has returned to normal – however long 

that may take.   

 

C: Department and Bureau Directors 

Legislative Delegation 


